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84. Poisoning by Sulphuric Acid. By Antoxio Cozzi. —This interesting 
monograph is founded upon the study of twelve cases of poisoning by sulphuric 
acid observed by the author at the Hospital of Santa-Maria-Nuova, at Florence, 
between the month of February, 1852, and January, 1861. With one exception, 
all the poisonings were the result of attempts at suicide. The analysis of these 
observations has led Cozzi to the following conclusions regarding the objective 
and subjective symptoms which follow the ingestion of the poison:— 

1. The fluids discharged by vomiting are generally as black as ink; in some 
cases they have been sanguinolent. 

2. It sometimes happens that the phenomena of spasm and irritation, deter¬ 
mined by the caustic substance, predominate at first in the situation of the 
pharynx, and that epigastric pain only comes on later; under these circum¬ 
stances death occurs suddenly, before anything causes the physician to suspect 
its imminence. 

3. Entering the larynx and bronchi, the sulphuric acid may develop a fatal 
inflammation, and determine grave disorders in the organ of voice. The pene¬ 
tration of the acid into the air-passages is due to the instantaneous impression 
which it produces upon the tongue; the spasmodic contraction of the pharynx 
prevents deglutition, at the same moment an access of cough occurs, and in the 
succeeding inspirations the liquid falls into the trachea and bronchi, and may 
even enter the lung. 

4. When the degree of concentration and the dose of acid swallowed are suf¬ 
ficient, an immediate perforation of the stomach may take place; in this vomit¬ 
ing and diarrhoea are absent. In this case also the swallowing of liquids 
increases the pain; the pulse becomes thready, the prostration is complete, the 
limbs are covered with a cold sweat, and death occurs in a few hours, the patient 
retaining consciousness to the last. 

5. If the acid is weak and much diluted, the general symptoms are at first less 
severe, the local accidents predominate, but may themselves present a slight 
remission; but an inflammatory reaction soon sets in which carries off the 
patient. In other cases, nervous symptoms and grave disorders of the assimila¬ 
tion manifest themselves; the patient cannot regain strength, and after prolonged 
suffering ho expires, either from a chronic gastro-enteritis, from ulceration of 
the stomach, or from stricture of the oesophagus or of some other part of the 
digestive tube. 

6. Sulphate of indigo probably possesses toxic properties as intense as those 
of pure sulphuric acid.— Gazette Hebdomadaire from La Sperimentale. 

85. Poisoning by Bitter Almonds, with Iodide of Iron. —M. Toscani admin¬ 
istered, as a tonic, the syrup of iodide of iron to a child about six years old, 
with great success. While under this treatment, in opposition to repeated 
warnings, a person gave to this child two bon-bons containing essence of bitter 
almonds. One hour afterwards the mother gave a tcaspoonful of the syrup of the 
iodide. At the end of another hour, intense cardialgia and faintness succeeded 
each other at short intervals for three hours. In a moment of rest a little soup 
was given which brought on vomiting, with relief. Recovery took place in five 
hours. The writer of the above case remarks, that all preparations containing 
hydrocyanic acid should be taken with great care whenever salts of iron or 
mercury are being administered, as they form with these poisonous compounds 
of extreme activity. Hence, mixtures containing calomel and bitter almonds 
are peculiarly dangerous.— B. and F. Med.-Cliir. Rev., Oct. 1862, from Bullet, 
delle Sci. Med. di Bologna , March, 1862. 

86. Case of Rape during Sleep. —The following case, tried at Dumfries Court, 
on the 26th Sept., 1862, before the Hon. Lords Cowan and Neaves, throws light 
upon a vexed question of medical jurisprudence, whether it be possible to com¬ 
mit rape upon a woman while asleep? 

The prisoner, William M’Ewan or Palmer, was placed at the bar charged 
with the crime of wickedly and feloniously having carnal knowledge of a woman 
when asleep, and without her consent, by' a man not her husband. 

The prisoner plead not guilty. 
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The following is the material part of the evidence:— 

Mrs. M. 1 have been married sixteen years, and have three of a family. My 
husband keeps a hotel, of which he is also proprietor. My husband and I, and 
two of our children, sleep in a private room communicating by one door with the 
kitchen, and by another with the bar. One of the children sleeps in my own 
bed, and the other in a small folding-down bed. This small bed is near the fire¬ 
place, where there is a gas bracket. The prisoner has been eight or nine years 
in our service as horsekeeper and ostler—he did not sleep in the house, but slept 
out. 

On the night of 2d May last, a policeman drove to the door with a prisoner 
about half past ten or eleven o’clock. I was told that he had gone to the prison 
with the prisoner and was coming back. The servants were all to bed; they 
sleep up stairs. It was arranged that I was to wait up for the constable. I 
went into my own room, and lay down upon the little bed near the fireplace. I 
had been up all night on the previous night, and had been much fatigued during 
the week before. My husband was at this time sitting' at the fire reading the 
papers. He was to go to bed 'after he was done with the papers. I fell asleep, 
and was very sound asleep. I lay down with all my clothes on. I was dressed 
much the same as usual; lay down on my left side. The door was on my right. 
The little bed was at the other end of the room from the door into the kitchen. 
I felt the pressure of a man, and thinking it was my husband, I raised myself 
up. It was that blackguard—I mean the prisoner. He was lying upon me, and 
when I rose up he drew himself away. My clothes I found folded up, and the 
lower part of my person was exposed. It was his weight that awoke me. He 
withdrew himself when I awoke. I was then lying more upon my back. When 
I awoke, his body was in contact with my person. His private member was in 
my private parts. I felt him withdraw' it from them. In doing so, I felt a dis¬ 
charge from him in my person, and all about on my clothes. The gas was at 
this time very low; when I lay dowm it was high. There was a complete mess 
on my clothes. I immediately called out for him to go away for a dirty, filthy, 
blackguard. As he went away, he was buttoning up the front part of his trou¬ 
sers. The prisoner said as he went away, to say nothing about it; the police¬ 
man is waiting for his money—to cash this account for him. The police often, 
when they came late at night, got payment from me of their accounts, and I got 
payment afterwards from the authorities. I rose to my feet in a moment; 
prisoner went sideways towards the kitchen. My husband awoke. I still cried 
out to prisoner to go away. I told my husband about prisoner. He got up and 
had him taken away. I was greatly agitated. Husband got the constable to 
take prisoner in charge. The prisoner said, I’ve done it, and I’m sorry for it— 
he was then in the kitchen. My husband went with the constable to take prisoner 
to prison. When he came back I told him everything. This was a little after 
twelve o’clock, about a half or three-quarters of an hour after the prisoner did 
it. There was light enough to let me see prisoner. There is no doubt as to the 
man. The prisoner never before came into my room without knocking. I was 
on no terms of intimacy or particular acquaintance with him. The prisoner was 
rough and coarse in his language, but a good enough servant otherwise. He 
did all this without encouragement from me at any time, and entirely without 
my consent. When I went into my room to lie down, the prisoner was in the 
kitchen. I suffered from the effects of this for a long time. I was much dis¬ 
tressed, and have been kept from sleeping by it. I might have slept for half or 
three-quarters of an hour before it was done. When I lay down, my dress was 
quite in its proper state. 

The husband’s testimony corroborated his wife’s, and he stated that ho was 
quite sure his wife was sound asleep when he went to bed. 

In his.declaration, the prisoner admitted having gone into the room, and 
having raised M rs. M.’s petticoats, and placed his hand upon her person, but 
denied anything further. 

The jury unanimously found the prisoner guilty as libelled, and he received 
sentence of teu years’ penal servitude.—Condensed from Edinburgh Mi d. Juuni., 
Dee. 1862. 



